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IN THIS The 6th annual
WEEK MLK Day of Service

is underway
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – The 2018
MLK Day of Service was kicked off
with the fourth installment of the acclaimed production “Sounds of the
Civil Rights Movement: The Power of
Song” at the Palladium Theater last
Sunday.
This phenomenal production involves an array of community members as well as local, national and
international artists who tell the stories of the songs that powered the
Civil Rights Movement.
Sounds of the Civil Rights Movement is the brainchild of September
Penn, director and scriptwriter. She

was inspired to create the musical
after serving as music director for the
play “Passages of Martin Luther
King,” written by Stanford University
Professor Dr. Clayborn Carson, who
was commissioned by Coretta Scott
King to edit the King Papers.
This production joined 55 other
nonprofits, organizations and public
agencies selected as part of the MLK
Day of Service Advisory Board’s annual effort to transform the holiday
into “A Day On, Not a Day Off.”
With funds from the Florida Legislature, secured by Senator Darryl
Rouson, projects this year include
youth education programs, delivering
See SERVICE, page 13
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Bro. John Muhammad

BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – As part
of the MLK Day of Service on
Jan. 15, local organization 9-11
Angels will be involved in two
days of good deeds that promise
to have an impact on participants for a lifetime.
Partnering with Phoenix Uplift, 9-11 Angels plan to educate
the public about fire safety and
bring a little fun to the community.
It all starts Jan. 14 when 9-11
Angels will be hosting a fire
themed afternoon from 2-4 p.m.
at Stewart Isom Memorial, 1820
Walton St. S, in St. Petersburg.
Children in attendance will
receive a kid’s fun pack complete with a coloring book and
See ANGELS, page 12

Staff Writer

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Community Development and
Training Center, Inc. (CDAT)
has been reaching out to St. Pete
youth to help them find and design their path to success
through the “New I.M.A.G.E”
project, the cornerstone of
CDAT’s 2018 MLK Day of Service project.
CDAT’s director, community
leader and activist Bro. John
Muhammad said the New
I.M.A.G.E. project came out of
the work he and CDAT Vice
President Jabaar Edmond and
others had been doing before formally organizing the CDAT CenSee IMAGE, page 13

ST. PETERSBURG – Thousands of people are homeless in St.
Petersburg, many on the streets
and in need of help. The Harvest is
Ripe Outreach organization
spends every second and fourth
Tuesday giving back to those in
the greatest need throughout
south St. Petersburg.
“We feed 100 people every two
weeks,” said Marsha Chaney, CEO
and co-founder. Harvest is Ripe
Outreach routinely collaborates
with Pinellas Hope to provide hot
meals and non-perishable food to
the homeless. “We provide for
whoever is there.”
So it is no surprise that they will
once again partner up for their
MLK Day of Service project.
Chaney took the initiative, applied

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – As part
of Shihan School of Survival’s
2018 MLK Day of Service project entitled “Youth Health and
Safety Education,” Shihan Walter Evans will take time to discuss the connections between
the principles of martial arts and
the philosophical and practical
ideas of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Evans won’t just be talking
during MLK Family Fun Day at

See REACHING, page 13
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See KARATE, page 10
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

I AM:
Emanuel M.W. Stewart

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

By Gwendolyn Reese
Emanuel M. W. Stewart was an educator, role
model, and leader. Educated in a one-room
school near Ocala, he was
certified to teach after
graduating as his high
school’s valedictorian. He
taught in Marion County
and Crystal River while
studying at Bethune
Cookman College during
the summer. He served
in an all-black unit in the
South Pacific in World
War II leaving as a first
lieutenant. He then attended Florida A&M University on the G.I. Bill. He
went on to earn a Master’s
degree from Teachers
College, Columbia University and did post-graduate work at Columbia
and the University of Kentucky.
Stewart served as
principal of Jordan Park
Elementary School from
1951-57 and 8 years later
was named principal of
Gibbs High School. During his administration
(1958-1969), Gibbs received its first full accreditation and became a
member of the Southern
Association of Colleges
and Schools. Gibbs was
one of the first three black
high schools to meet the
rigorous
accreditation
standards. He also established a National Honor
Society at the school. After
leaving Gibbs, he went on

to direct administrative
services for Pinellas
County Schools where he
worked with at-risk students for another twelve
years before retiring.
Aside from his administrative duties he participated in various civic and
social organizations. His
affiliations include Alpha
Phi Alpha fraternity, Phi
Delta Kappa fraternity, the
Ambassadors Club, the

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Police Athletic League,
and the American Cancer
Society. In 1987, he was
named St. Petersburg’s
first African American
“Mr. Sun”. He served as a
deacon at First Baptist Institutional Church for
more than five decades
and was designated Deacon Emeritus in 2008 for
meritorious service.
Information provided
by family members.
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Praise the Lord.
Finally, I’ve figured it out.
If you can discredit the Apostle
Paul and his ministry, it’s free sailing
from there on.
After all, he was the one that opposed so many things that today, the
world has said is not so bad.
Wow! Funny thing is, you would
then have to completely overlook what
God, Jesus did just to get Paul to convert in the first place. Remember, his
name was Saul in the beginning and he
persecuted the Jews, all Christians,
putting them to death at just his spoken word. He felt justified because his
orders came from the Sanhedrin Counsel, the High Order at the time, so all
was good. Well until is Damascus
Road experience.
Acts 9:1-19Amplified Bible (AMP)
The Conversion of Saul
9 Now Saul, still breathing threats
and murder against the disciples of the
Lord [and relentless in his search for
believers], went to the high priest, 2
and he asked for letters [of authority]
from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any men or
women there belonging to the Way
[believers, followers of Jesus the Messiah], men and women alike, he could
arrest them and bring them bound
[with chains] to Jerusalem. 3 As he
traveled he approached Damascus,
and suddenly a light from heaven
flashed around him [displaying the
glory and majesty of Christ]; 4 and he
fell to the ground and heard a voice
[from heaven] saying to him, “Saul,
Saul, why are you persecuting and oppressing Me?” 5 And Saul said, “Who
are You, Lord?” And He answered, “I
am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6
now get up and go into the city, and
you will be told what you must do.” 7
The men who were traveling with him
[were terrified and] stood speechless,
hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8
Saul got up from the ground, but
though his eyes were open, he could
see nothing; so they led him by the
hand and brought him into Damascus.
9 And he was unable to see for three
days, and he neither ate nor drank. 10
Now in Damascus there was a disciple
named Ananias; and the Lord said to
him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the
Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the
street called [d]Straight, and ask at the
house of Judas for a man from Tarsus
named Saul; for he is praying [there],
12 and in a vision he has seen a man
named Ananias come in and place his
hands on him, so that he may regain
his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered,
“Lord, I have heard from many people

about this man, especially how much
suffering and evil he has brought on
Your saints (God’s people) at
Jerusalem; 14 and here [in Damascus]
he has authority from the high priests
to put in chains all who call on Your
name [confessing You as Savior].” 15
But the Lord said to him, “Go, for this
man is a [deliberately] chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before
the Gentiles and kings and the sons of
Israel; 16 for I will make clear to him
how much he must suffer and endure
for My name’s sake.” 17 So Ananias left
and entered the house, and he laid his
hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul,
the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you
on the road as you came [to Damascus], has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the
Holy Spirit [in order to proclaim Christ
to both Jews and Gentiles].” 18 Immediately something like scales fell from
Saul’s eyes, and he regained his sight.
Then he got up and was baptized; 19
and he took some food and was
strengthened.
And so his ministry begins.
So, question? If his ministry was of
no real significance, why did Jesus go
to such incredible lengths to convert
him and use him when He had access
to all the disciples at the time?
Why not one of them?
Fact of the matter, none of them
went through as such a great initiation
to be used by Jesus.
So if there is one that we should
mostly follow in teaching, it should be
Paul, the one that wrote the MOST
books of all, writing one half of the NT,
which by the way actually starts with
the Book of Acts. Acts 2: 38 starts the
process whereby which you become
adopted into the body of Christ to become joint heirs.
The main reason his teachings and
ministry are not accepted by many is
because he was a no nonsense
straight, no chancer kind of teacher.
He was to the point and there was no
sugar coating or watered down tap
dancing.
Next week I will get into more detail as to what he encountered and why
it is more important than ever before
to engulf yourself into his writings, but
start with Acts 2 so that you will develop a more complete understanding
of why he wrote in the manner in
which he did. He starts later in Acts
but you need to develop the foundation
that we say is the beginning of the NT
church.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD
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COMMUNITY NEWS
City to offer Youth Development
Grants in 2018
ST. PETERSBURG –
City officials announce a
new source of grant funding for local organizations
to develop programs for
at-risk youth in St. Petersburg. In 2018, the Youth
Development Grant Program will offer funding
amounts from $1,500 up to
$25,000 to non-profit local
organizations in good
standing who provide
services to youth and are
located within the municipal boundaries of St. Pete.
Applications for the
Youth
Development
Grants are available online
at
stpete.org/MBSK.
Printed copies will be
available city recreation
centers and libraries.
Two information sessions for the community
to learn more about the
program are scheduled
for Thursday, Jan. 25 from
6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Enoch
Davis Recreation Center
1111 18th Ave. S,
and Tuesday, Jan. 30 from
6 to 7:30 p.m. at The St.
Petersburg Greenhouse
440 Second Ave. N.
Potential applicants
must attend a Mandatory
Pre-Application Instructional Session on Thursday, Feb. 15 from 6 to 7:30
p.m. at the St. Petersburg
Main Library, 3745 Ninth
Ave. N.
Applications
are

by Keisha Bell, Esq.

The necessity of her presence

due Feb. 23. Youth Development Grants must be
completed and delivered
to: Mayor’s Office, Attn:
Youth Development Grant
Program, City Hall 175
Fifth St. N, by 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 23.
The Youth Development Grants are the
fourth component of the
My Brother’s and Sister’s
Keeper initiative started in
summer 2016. MBSK features the Not My Son
community canvass walks
and intervention efforts;
the Cohort of Champions
youth training initiative;
and the My Sister’s
Keeper Just Be U! Girls
Conference.
“My administration
continues to be focused

on the youth of our city,
particularly those at-risk,”
said Mayor Rick Kriseman. “We want to not only
help these young people
develop marketable skills,
but expand job training
opportunities for them as
well. We are working with
community partners to
build a qualified, prepared
and ready workforce. That
is good news for the
young people of our city,
and it’s good news for our
growing business community.”
For more information
about the Youth Development Grants, contact Leah
McRae, director of Education and Community Engagement at Leah.McRae
@stpete.org.

St. Petersburg Branch NAACP
2017 Accomplishments
“Human progress is neither automatic nor inevitable... Every step toward
the goal of justice requires
sacrifice, suffering, and
struggle; the tireless exertions and passionate concern
of
dedicated
individuals.”
(Martin
Luther Dr King Jr.)
The St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP has
worked tirelessly since its
reorganization in Sept.
2015 to take measured
steps toward the goal of social justice within St. Petersburg. We have also
worked to regain the trust
of our community and to
reignite a fire for the quest
for social justice of not only
the oppressed but the oppressor.
It is within that vein that
the St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP would like to report to its members and
the community our accomplishments for 2017!
• Began advocacy for
the City of St. Petersburg to
increase representation of
African American firefighters in the management
ranks, there has only been
7 in the history of the St.
Petersburg Fire Department
• Initiated public
records request with City
of St. Petersburg for plans
for the $100,000 for a comprehensive plan for south
St. Petersburg, to verify
claims of reduction of
poverty in south St. Petersburg, and laying the foundation to challenge the
lease agreement of the
Manhattan Casino to the
Callaloo group
• Advocated directly
on behalf of Assistant Principal as a result of disparate
treatment
• Advocated for the termination of Campbell Park
Principal Christine Hoffman
• Advocated for employment on behalf of
African American police officer
• Began advocacy efforts to lobby St. Petersburg City Council and
Pinellas County Commission to support the Southern Poverty Law Center’s

Visionary
Brief

Juvenile justice reform on
direct filing juveniles to the
adult system
• Began advocacy for
discrimination
against
SPPD Police Cadet
• Advocated on behalf
of Azalea Middle School
Student
• Partnered with
Upper Pinellas County
Branch NAACP for the removal of 2 African American teachers from a hostile
and racially tense school
setting
• Hosted the 2017
Emancipation Proclamation Service & Installed
new officers and executive
committee members resulting from a successful
2016 election process
• Supported and participated in the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Breakfast
and Parade
• Recruited five youth
facilitators and 25 youth for
the youth works committee, laying the foundation
to build a NAACP youth
council
• Collaborated with
other community groups to
host a candidate’s forum
for the St. Petersburg
Mayor’s race and the St.
Petersburg City Council
District 6 race
• Organized and carried out a successful GetOut-The-Vote campaign in
conjunction with other
community groups
• Hosted the 2017
Freedom Fund Celebration in honor of Juneteenth.
The Celebration held in the
community drew over 500
guests to the grounds of
the Historic McCabe UMC
• Within the course of
the year supported 27
Black owned businesses to
support the Freedom Fund
Celebration
• Hosted discussions
on racism in our own city
following
the
Charlottesville violence
• Hosted discussion on
racism within the criminal
justice system with focus
on the juvenile justice system
• Hosted very successful parent education forums
• President partici-

pated in Fred G. Minnis
Bar Association juvenile
justice forum
• Partnered with Bill
Edwards group, Jameis
Winston and others to provide FEMA registration assistance for 600 individuals
and fed 1,500 individuals
for Hurricane Irma relief
• Underwent a successful audit and submitted
report to the national
NAACP office
• Received notification
from the National Office
that Branch No. 5130 is
working in full compliance
with the national procedures and expectations
• Increased Membership by 57% from 2016
• Had representation
at the NAACP Florida State
Conference and all Quarterly Meetings
• Hosted 11 Executive
Committee Meetings during the year with 90-100% of
Executive
Committee
members regularly in attendance at these meetings…
• Hosted the Annual
Meeting in conjunction
with holiday celebration
The work has been arduous but worthy. It is our
hope that as the St. Petersburg Branch NAACP continues its call for unity in
our community, that community and political leaders
in this city recognize that
the sun will never shine on
all, when concepts of sustainability and economic viability are discussed and
those same leaders remain
disengaged from the pursuit of social and economic
justice for all.
Maria L. Scruggs, President, St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP

Have your colleagues ever thought of
you as a “curiosity” simply because people
with your gender or race, or a combination
of both, are typically unseen doing what
you do?
Oftentimes unspoken, this is not an
odd experience for those who defy stereotypes. She may get this sense when working in a male-dominated profession. He
may notice this when his presence racially
diversifies an environment.
Some may be curious, yet friendly,
though not all. This interest in her cannot
become her distraction. The need for
progress is too great. Her perspective is too
valuable to be ignored. Her presence is
necessary.
Meet Gwendolyn “Gwen” Sawyer
Cherry, a woman of many firsts.
Cherry lived from August 27, 1923,
until February 7, 1979. She was an active
member of Sigma Gamma Rho sorority.
In 1970, Cherry became the first
African-American woman elected to the
Florida Legislature. Although she received
her law degree from Florida A & M University (FAMU), Cherry was the first black
woman law student to attend the University of Miami.
She was the first black female attorney
to practice law in Dade County. In addition,
she was one of the first nine attorneys who
initially served at Legal Services of Greater
Miami. Notably, Cherry was first a teacher
in Miami for over 20 years and later became a law professor at FAMU.
Being both an African American and a
woman, Cherry understood discrimination and its impact of both race and gender.
She was familiar with the idea that a
woman has to work harder because of the
notion that blacks have to work harder.
She understood the negative impact of
having these two labels simultaneously.
She used them to better serve all people as
evidenced by Governor Graham in his eulogy when he recognized her as “a champion for the rights of all people and a voice
of reason and concern.”
One of the issues Cherry worked on
were rape laws. She actively recruited
other women, female officers, and female
attorneys to work in this area. Many of her
male peers did not understand her logic,
but to her it was simple. Putting women in

an all-male environment, she deduced,
would heighten her trauma.
Initially her male colleagues did not understand, but she was able to expand the
conversation because of both her gender
and race. Sympathy and empathy are not
the same. Her presence is necessary.
As a Legislator, Cherry introduced bills
for the Equal Rights Amendment, recognition of the Martin Luther King, Jr. state holiday, as well as other legislation. Among
her long list of accomplishments, she coauthored the book “Portraits in Color: the
Lives of Colorful Negro Women” to expose
her students in Miami to women of color
who were deeply concerned about freedom and liberty in America.
In addition, she chaired both the National Organization of Women and the Minority Affairs Committee for the
Democratic National Convention. She also
was a founder of the National Association
of Black Women Attorneys.
During her life, Cherry worked to remove many barriers to equal opportunities
for women and persons of color. In 1986,
she was honored posthumously in the
State of Florida’s Women’s Hall of Fame. In
2008, the FAMU College of Law announced the dedication of the Gwendolyn
Sawyer Cherry, Esquire Lecture Hall.
Cherry’s life illustrates the necessity of
her presence. It is too vital to ignore.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author and
public servant. To reach Bell, email her at
emergingfree@gmail.com or log on to
www.emergingfree.com to view more of her
work.

Sunshine City Film Festival
calendar of events
What: Documentar y & Share My Stor y Night
When: Thursday, Jan. 11 from 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Where: The Studio@620, 620 1st Ave. S
Join us for an evening of documentary shorts and real life stories put to film by some
amazing filmmakers and storytellers.
What: Sunshine City Film Festival Kick-off Party
When: Friday, Jan. 12 from 6:30 – 10 p.m.
Where: USFSP Grand Ballroom, 6th Ave. S
Join us as we officially kick-off the festival. This night will be filled with music, beautiful
people, networking opportunities, food, fun and so much more.
What: Sunshine City Film Festival DIY Film Making Workshop
When: Saturday, Jan. 13 from 9-noon
Where: USFSP Grand Ballroom, 6th Ave. S.
Engaging panel, film community conversations and instruction on independent filmmaking.
What: Sunshine City Film Festival Professional Mixer
When: Saturday, Jan. 13 from 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Where: The Zoo Studio’s 1741 1st Ave N.
This mixer creates the ultimate opportunity for all who affect the business of film to interact and connect.
What: Red Carpet Student Night and Independent Shorts film Showcase
When: Sunday, Jan 14 from 3-3:45 p.m.
Where: Sundial AMC, 151 2nd Ave. S
What: Student & Indie Short Films Showcase
When: Sunday, Jan 14 from 4-8 p.m.
Where: Sundial AMC, 151 2nd Ave. S
Be amazed at the level of creativity held within the minds of the future filmmakers and
producers of tomorrow.
What: Red Carpet Feature Film & Shorts Showcase
When: Monday, Jan. 15 from 3-8 p.m.
Where: Sundial AMC, 151 2nd Ave. S
Join us for the premier red carpet screenings of our feature length selections, new music
video screenings and featured shorts by some of the top filmmakers in the bay area.
What: Sunshine City Film Festival Awards
When: Monday, Jan. 15 from 8:30-9:30 p.m.
Where: Sundial AMC, 151 2nd Ave. S
Help us celebrate the accomplishments of St. Pete natives that are now celebrities that
have paved the way in representing the Sunshine City in Hollywood.
What: Sunshine City Film After Party
When: Monday, Jan. 15 from 10 to Midnight
Where: Sundial AMC, 151 2nd Ave. S
Sometimes you just aren’t ready for the good times to end. Join us as we close out!
SCFF 2018 Where independent filmmakers come to Shine!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Florida CraftArt presents: Ya La’ford: GLYPHS
January 12-20, 2018; Opening reception, January 13.
ST. PETERSBURG —
Florida CraftArt presents
“Ya La’ford: GLYPHS” featuring the artist’s worldrenown linear and cyclical
geometric labyrinths as a
journey to explore metaphysical relationships between light, words and
space. The artist has invited the community to
contribute personalized,
contemporary
hieroglyphs via written words,
quotes, drawings or programs making St. Petersburg at the core of the
show. People are invited
to add their written or visual contribution to the installation at the gallery.
Government and community leaders, local students
of
all
ages,
community
organizers,
parents and teachers have
contributed messages that
display a renewed message
of hope, love and progress
for the city’s future.
“Today’s St. Pete believes in a common humanity. While darkness
may be around us, we
lead the way with compassion and opportunity, said
Mayor Rick Kriseman.
“Sunshine is our flashlight.”
“St. Pete is its people.
A beautiful, tightly-woven
tapestry of love and light;
diversity and dynamism,”
said
Deputy
Mayor

Kanika Tomalin. “We are
a place motivated by our
challenges and accelerated by opportunity. Purveyors
of
sunshine,
figuratively and literally we amplify equity, celebrate righteousness and
pursue that purpose with
uncompromised passion.
To all whose hearts beat
the same, in every language, we shout welcome.”
“The exhibition is
about exploring past,
present and our future,”
says Ya La’ford, “and evaluating our renewed sense
of self and interconnectivity to each other. This installation will represent a
moment of cohesion and
communal pride, reflecting our tenacity and
strength to move forward
in 2018 and beyond.”
Ya Levy La’ford, was
born in New York and resides in historic Kenwood. She earned a
bachelor’s degree from
Florida State University, a
Juris Doctor from University of Florida and a Masters in Fine Arts from Art
Institute of Boston. She
maintains her studio practice in St. Petersburg,
Washington, D.C. and
New York.
La’ford is a professor,
visual painter, installation
artist, and muralist. As a

first generation American,
she moves between her
Jamaican heritage and
vulnerable communities
to try to find a universal
language.
“My painstakingly intertwining lines, that I
paint and build environments with, investigate
various pertinent issues,
such as interconnectivity,
lifelines and placing
roots,” said La’ford. “The
visual line mimics the
memories of our central
being and how we are all
interlocked. This fantastic
lifeline, composed of the
recollected subjective experiences of each living
thing, parallels this literal
one.”
She contends that
through the lines the journey fills the space between creating depth and
exploration and that
through this constant interaction human life is
cyclical. Regardless of
how much our own path
may differ from another’s,
she said, the core of the
human condition remains
the same. The lines show
a retroactive nature of the
ability to trace back to a
beginning.
“The
increasingly
complex language I am
building, forming an optical vortex of order, reflects
this.
The

complexities we feel - the
joys, the humiliations, the
strife - are branches stemming from the root of this
obsession.”
“Ya La’ford GLYPHS”
will be on display through
Jan. 20 at Florida
CraftArt, located at 501
Central Ave. The opening
reception is on Saturday,
Jan. 13 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
A brief gallery talk by the
Ya La’ford will be presented at 6 p.m.
For more information,
visit
www.FloridaCraftArt.org or call
(727) 821-7391. Admission is free. Hours are
Monday through Saturday, 10 to 5:30 p.m. and
Sunday from noon to 5
p.m.
Florida CraftArt is a
nonprofit organization
founded in 1951 and
headquartered in St. Petersburg. Its mission is to
grow the statewide creative economy by engaging the community and
advancing Florida’s fine
craft artists and their
work. Fine craft art is
presented in its 2,000square-foot retail gallery
with a second gallery featuring curated exhibitions. Florida CraftArt is
the only statewide organization offering Florida
artists a platform to show
and sell their work.

CONNECT WITH US!
,W·V2IÀFLDO
ASAP and Francis House
Become EPIC

ASAP (AIDS Service Association of Pinellas) and
)UDQFLV+RXVHKDYHRIÀFLDOO\PHUJHGDQGDUHQRZ
EPIC (Empath Partners in Care). This merger brings
together two like-minded, community- based
organizations with nearly 60 years of combined
experience serving those impacted by HIV and
AIDS in the Tampa Bay area. We can now serve
more people with more services throughout our
community.
EPIC has various locations in Hillsborough and
Pinellas counties and will continue uninterrupted
services on its ASAP and Francis House Campuses.
EPIC provides a wide variety of services, including:
• Free HIV Testing
• Medical Case Management
• Counseling Services & Support Groups
• Food & Personal Needs Pantries
• Housing Assistance
• Day Center with Meals & Activities

For more information about the exciting
new organization, visit MyEPIC.org

EPIC

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 2018

5

MLK DAY OF SERVICE
Exploring Dr. King’s dream
through the theater

City Theatre fight hunger

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON

ST. PETERSBURG –
Kristin Demers-Crowell
wanted to get her children involved in a local
community activity for
the MLK Day of Service.
“I was looking for a
kid-friendly activity,” said
Demers-Crowell, second
vice president of St. Petersburg City Theatre
(SPCT).
She saw the Day of
Service projects as an opportunity not just for her
children, but for others
to contribute to their
neighborhood, so she
helped organize a food
drive.
Next Monday from
1:30 to 3:30 p.m., volunteers will come to the
theater, located at 4025
31th St. S, and set up an
assembly line where
13,000 boxed meals such
as soup and macaroni
and cheese will be
packed and sealed.
When finished, the food
will be donated to the St.
Petersburg Free Clinic,
who provides temporary
assistance for families
and individuals in need of
the basics such as food,
shelter, healthcare and
limited financial assistance.
“The project is for
families who wish to be
able do a service project
with their kids,” DemersCrowell said.
Later on, a theater
workshop will take place

BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Staff Writer

STAFF WRITER
ST. PETERSBURG –
The “We the People”
theme of the 2017-18 theatrical season at American
Stage was conceived as an
artistic movement that offers productions and workshops that showcase
creative diversity.
As part of the MLK Day
of Service, the American
Stage’s Education and Outreach Program will hold an
MLK Family Fun Day children’s workshop entitled
“Speak- the- Dream” from
4-6 p.m. at the theater located at 163 Third St. N.
Families with children
ages 5-12 are invited to participate in this free workshop, which will explore
what it means to have a
dream through simple, interactive theater games,
thought-provoking group
discussions and storytelling.
Participants will also
get a chance to tour the
theater and have an opportunity to meet some of the
actors in the upcoming production of “A Raisin in the
Sun.”
“The beginning of storytelling is always a part of
history,” explained Education and Improv Associate
Patrick Jackson. “I want
them to have more than a
360-degree knowledge and
appreciation of Dr. King.
How his thoughts and
teachings apply today.”

S

U

P

Tiffany Ford, director
of Education and Outreach
said one of the theater’s objections is to give families
an accessible artist experience and to bring the
legacy of Dr. King to life.
“Participation in theater
lifts communities up,”
stated Ford. “It can be a
hub for the community to
interact.”
The MLK Family Fun
Day is a great way for families to learn about Dr. King
and celebrate the power of
community.
About American Stage
Theater
In 1977, the American
Stage Theater was founded
as The Palisades Theatre
and took up residence at a
church, now known as Eckerd College. Then in 1979,
the Junior League of St. Petersburg funded the reloca-

P
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R

tion to a converted movie
house in downtown St. Petersburg. In 1984 the name
was officially changed to
American Stage Theater
and in 2007 they partnered
with St. Petersburg College
and moved into its present
downtown location.
The American Stage
prides itself on presenting
innovative and classic
works that provide entertainment that examines serious introspection of
society. They just completed a 10-year mission to
present the works of playwright August Wilson and
from Jan. 26 through Feb.
18, “A Raisin in the Sun,” a
story that highlights the
role race and gender can
play in achieving the American dream, will be presented.
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for children seven and up
who will get a chance to
work on their speaking
skills and body posture.
They will also speak onstage about their inspirations.
“It is good for young
people… to understand
the importance of civic
engagement,” said Susan
Demers, an SPCT board
member.
SPCT has partnered
with Two Hangry Chicks
(THC), a local nonprofit
food service, to manage
the food packaging. The
service has organized
meal-packaging events
for shelters and clinics
since 2013.
“Our goal is to fight
against hunger,” said
Two Hangry Chicks
CEO Daphne Boothe.
Also partnering is the
sixth-grade Girl Scouts
troupe of St. Paul
Catholic School, which

E
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I

Demers-Crowell serves
as their leader.
Established in 1925,
SPCT has been known as
Florida’s longest operating community theatre.
But for the past two
years, the theatre has
been struggling to keep
operations going due to
financial troubles. The
group has paid off previous debts and continues
to hold fundraising efforts for remodeling.
The theatre started
their 2017-2018 season
last month with A Christmas Carol. Upcoming
shows include Schoolhouse Rock Jr. in February, follow by Jesus
Christ Superstar in
March.
For more information, log on to www.spcitytheatre.org
or
www.twohangrychicks.c
om
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas County Schools Choice Program application period now
PINELLAS COUNTY –
A growing list of 70 choice
programs are now being
offered by Pinellas County
Schools. The district’s
high-quality programs are
designed to inspire students and provide them
with the skills they need to
achieve success in college,

career and life.
If you need one-on-one
help with the application
process, you can attend a
Parent Application Assistance Night:
• Thursday, Jan. 11 from
5:30-7:30 p.m. @ Sandy Lane
Elementary School, 1360
Sandy Lane, Clearwater

• Wednesday, Jan. 17
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. @
Gibbs High School, 850
34th St. S., St. Petersburg
• Thursday, Jan. 18
from 4:30-7:30 p.m. @ Student Assignment Office,
301 4th St. SW, Largo
Parents can apply for
Choice Programs through

Jan. 19. To learn more, visit
www.pcsb.org/choice.
Also, families of children entering kindergarten next year can
register their children at elementary schools across
the district. To kick off registration, Ready, Set…
Kindergarten events will

be held at elementary
schools Jan. 11.
At the schools, families
will have opportunities to
register for kindergarten,
explore classrooms, meet
teachers and learn about
opportunities for family involvement with their
child’s school. Families can

learn about the great programs available, such as
art, music, gifted programs, science labs,
STEM academies, physical
education and other enrichment programs.
Learn more and see a
schedule of events at
www.pcsb.org/KG.

Choices are
Abundant
in Pinellas County Schools
70 magnet, fundamental and
career programs!
APPLY
APPLLY JAN.
JAN 10-19
Questions? Call 727-588-6210
Visit www.pcsb.org/choice

Pinellas County Schools Pre-K and VPK programs
Pinellas County Schools
is updating its online application
process
for
Prekindergarten for three
year olds and Voluntary
Prekindergarten. From
Jan. 22 to Feb. 2, parents
will be able to apply online
for Pre-K 3 and VPK for the
2018-19 school year.
Parents will also need to
log back into the district’s
Student Reservation system Feb. 19-28 to accept
an invitation for Pre-K 3 or
VPK programs.
Pre-K 3 is for children
who will be three years old
on or before Sept. 1. For information about Pre-K 3,
visit www.pcsb.org/prek3
or call 727-588-6000 ext.
2184.
VPK is for children who
will be four years old on or
before Sept. 1. For information about VPK, visit
www.pcsb.org/vpk or call
727-588-6513.
How to register for
Pre-K and VPK programs for next school
year:
1. Families interested in VPK will need
to apply for a Certificate

of Eligibility (voucher)
from the Early Learning
Coalition at www.vpkpinellas.net. If you have questions, call 727-400-4411. You
will not need a voucher for
Pre-K 3.
2. Get a PCS User ID
and Password. Go to any
district school with your
government-issued ID to
obtain a user ID and password (if you don’t have one
for another child).
3. Apply for up to
three sites at reservation.pcsb.org Jan. 22 to
Feb. 2.
4. Log onto reservation.pcsb.org Feb. 1928 to find out if your
application was selected.
Accept an invitation, or decline and remain on waitlists for other sites. If you
fail to accept an invitation
during this period, the invitation will be void.
5. Enroll at your assigned school March-116. Bring your registration
fee, Early Learning Coalition voucher (for VPK), and
the required documents
listed on the district website. Please note: Families

enrolling for VPK must
present the Certificate of
Eligibility (voucher). Confirmation numbers will not
be accepted. Parents not
completing the enrollment
process will lose their seat.
Why is prekindergarten important?
The early years are a
significant time for learning
and
development.
Prekindergarten programs
help provide the foundation
for healthy development
and more advanced learning.
In Pinellas County
Schools
high-quality
prekindergarten programs,
children:
• Develop social and
emotional skills
• Build language, literacy and communication
skills
• Explore math and science
• Discover the joy of
learning
Research shows that
early education leads to better outcomes in school and
in life. Children who attend
high-quality
prekindergarten programs are less

likely to use special education services or be held
back in school. They’re also
more likely to graduate, attend college and be successful in their careers.
Pinellas County Schools
Pre-K and VPK programs
are guided by the Florida
Early Learning and Developmental Standards. They
provide a full day of activities in a safe and nurturing
environment. Most classes
are staffed with a certified
teacher.
Onsite before- and aftercare is available. Pinellas
County Schools programs
provide a smooth transition
to kindergarten, developing
familiarity with the campus
and school resources.
What is a typical day
like in Pinellas County
Schools prekindergarten
programs?
Activities include a
morning circle, small-group
instruction, center-time
choices, outside play, rest
and closing circle. This
structure offers children
balanced opportunities to
learn through play, exploration and real-world expe-

riences.
Center-time choices
allow children to choose activities such as blocks, construction toys, dramatic
play, art and science. Outside play offers children
time to run, play and extend their learning in the
outdoors. Children also
participate in physical education classes. Teachers
play alongside children to
encourage physical, social
and cognitive development.
How much do Pinellas County Schools
prekindergarten
programs cost?
Pre-K 3 — The cost is
$75 per week with a non-refundable registration fee
that is applied to tuition. At
select locations, the Pre-K 3
program is supported with
Title I funding. Qualifying
families at these Title I
schools do not pay tuition.
VPK
—
Pinellas
County Schools VPK program is free for the first
three hours of the day. The
program can be extended
for an additional three
hours through a tuition fee
of $65 a week and a non-re-

fundable registration fee,
which will be applied to the
last two weeks’ tuition. The
district calls this VPK+3. At
select locations, the VPK+3
program is supported with
Title I funding. Qualifying
families at these schools do
not pay tuition.
Get
ready
for
prekindergarten
• Plan to attend school
events to learn more about
your child’s prekindergarten program and meet
your child’s teacher.
• Establish a bedtime
and morning routine a few
weeks before prekindergarten starts.
• Read books about
preschool.
• Listen to your child’s
concerns.
• Talk with the school’s
nurse if your child has allergies or special medical
needs.
• Prepare for a bit of
separation anxiety the first
few weeks.
• For child development
tips,
visit
www.pcsb.org/prek3 or
www.pcsb.org/vpk

PPlay!
lay! Le
Learn!
arn! G
Grow!
row! Pinellas County Schools Pre-K 3 and VPK
Nurturing programs where children:
t %FWFMPQTPDJBMBOEFNPUJPOBMTLJMMT

 

t #VJMEMBOHVBHFBOEDPNNVOJDBUJPOTLJMMT

 

t &YQMPSFNBUIBOETDJFODF

 

t %JTDPWFSUIFKPZPGMFBSOJOH
   

New Online Application Process
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
K-H Edutainment working for students
BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Students always need a
little encouragement and
a helping hand to succeed in both their education and life. K-H
Edutainment has been in
the trenches for years,
the last 12 in fact, working toward building relationships with students,
guiding them in the right
direction and to making
the right choices.
Corey Thornton is the
founder of K-H Edutainment and remembers a
youth surrounded by
negativity. He struggled
academically and had behavioral issues starting
from elementary school,
which continued into his
middle school years.
It wasn’t until he attended
Gibbs
High
School and became involved in the performing
arts that he finally found
something he enjoyed.
He honed his skills in
writing, started creating
music and ventured forward in a career in music.
He channeled his
anger into his music,
which resulted in Rated R
lyrics and negative messages until he encountered young people
struggling with depression, addiction and other
mental health issues. He
started writing positive
songs and volunteering in
schools to promote students saying no to drugs.
On the MLK Day of
Service, along with his
wife Deborah, he will be

handing out backpacks to
those in need that attend
the parade. The backpacks will contain supplies to assist students in
getting through the remainder of the year.
“During the second
semester those backpacks are old and tearing
up,” said Corey. He regularly mentors students at
schools around St. Petersburg, mostly concentrating on schools that
serve low-income students. “I’m looking at students when they show up
for school and they have
no supplies in class.”
From all the time he’s
put into students, Corey
understands that there
are children at every
school that need support,
so he plans to also go to
select schools this Friday
and drop off backpacks to
students he has identified
as needing assistance.
“We’re
going
to
switch it up this year,”
said Deborah, who is
helping in the planning
and implementation with
the Day of Service project. “We’re going to give
most of what we have out
at the schools.”
Since Corey uses his
skills as an educational,
motivational
hip-hop
artist to rein the children
in, he feels he builds connections with students
wherever he holds his educational concerts. He
writes all his own music
and gears it specifically
for students.
Corey also works with
the Juvenile Welfare
Board (JWB) promoting

WWW.

attendance awareness in
neighboring
at-risk
schools, turning kids on
to wanting to be at
school.
Many schools don’t
have the money to pay for
K-H Edutainment’s services, so the Thorntons
continue to search for
sponsors to donate to
their cause. They became
a nonprofit seven years
ago in efforts to try and
get organizations, corporations and local businesses to pitch in.
However, the couple
usually ends up pinching
their pennies and pulling
the money out of their
own pockets.
“It takes a lot of
money,” said Deborah.
But she agrees it’s all
worth it if it reduces the
negative currency that
has flooded the lives of
youths. More money is always needed to make a
positive impact, one that
will combat the mixed
messages children receive every day through
video games, television,
peers and social media.
Corey believes that if
he can pound the mes-

Mastering the
socioeconomic
elements of
success activities

sage into students at an
early age, he will make a
lasting impression and
destroy the belief that
negative is the new cool.
This is K-H Edutainment’s second year receiving the MLK Day of
Service grant. Last year,
the organization used the
money to purchase
tablets so he could read
with students during his
mentoring sessions.
Come Jan. 15 though,
Corey urges those in
need to visit his table.
The plan is to have
roughly 100 backpacks
filled with supplies to
pass out after the MLK
Parade at Tropicana
Field.
He will be there, complete with his bubbly,
down-to-earth personality
doing his part to draw in
as many youths as possible to feel good about
school.
For more information
on how to give back to
the community and help
with K-H Edutainment’s
mission, check out khedutainment.org
or
coreythornton.com

Kidzonomics® LLC & Florida Cooperative Empowered Economic Development (CEED) & Sue
Dickson’s “Songs That Teach”
Date: Saturday, Jan. 13
Location: Pinellas Technical College, 901 34th St. S,
St. Petersburg
Time: 10 - 1 p.m.
Distribution of free children financial literacy books
(while supplies last), opportunity for children to join
2018 financial literacy book club, learn about the benefits of a cooperative business model, participate in
mini-financial literacy workshops, and strategies to
improve reading skills.
First Unity Spiritual Campus Youth Ministr y &
Universal Music Day
“Learning about the Homeless in Pinellas County and
how we can support the local shelters.”
Date: Saturday, Jan. 13
Location: 460 46th Ave. N, St. Petersburg
Time: 10 - 3 p.m.
• Come to the event and bring your children-we will
be visiting one the local shelters
• Drop off socks and non-perishable food items to
First Unity Spiritual Campus now until Jan. 15
• Children will also be making rain sticks and learning Martin Luther King, Jr. facilitated by Universal
Music Day
Contact: Linda McLeod, linda@firstunity.org or message her on Facebook
Cultured Books
Date: Sunday, Jan. 14
Location: The Well, 833 22nd St. S, St Petersburg
Time: 3 - 5 p.m.
Distribution of free children financial literacy books
(while supplies last), participate in mini-financial literacy workshops and opportunity for children to join
the 2018 financial literacy book club
This project is made possible by a service award from
the MLK Day of Service & Coughlan Companies Community Fund

T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

Get Ready for Kindergarten!
Discover Pinellas County Schools award-winning elementary programs:
Art, Music, Gifted Services, STEM Academies and more.

Attend

January 10 & 11
at an elementary school near you
tRegister

tMeet

teachers tVisit

classrooms
Questions? Call 727-588-6210
www.pcsb.org/kg

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

Christian
Cinema
Hall
Free Live and Motion Picture Gospel
Concerts and Movie Presentations

For upcoming event times call 727-230-1010
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
Helping families cross
the education finish line
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Aiming to encourage educational achievement for St. Petersburg’s families and
students, Ford Christian
Academy’s “Crossing the
Finish Line” project joins
more than 50 community
service groups and events
honoring the legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King during
the 2018 MLK Day of Service.
The Christian academy’s
Founder and Director
Denise Ford said the concept
of offering education stations
at Tropicana Field came to
her immediately.
“I wanted to help families
navigate through the educational system from the womb
through post-education options. For the MLK Day of
Service Family Fun Day at
Tropicana Field, we’ll be providing eight 15x15 foot tents
that each represents a stage
of development and each will
house a different community
organization or support
group.”
The tents will connect
families with educational advocates and an array of offerings including games and
family engagement resources.
“We want to increase the
graduation success rate,”
stated Ford, noting that their
goal is to have a 95 percent
graduation success rate. “Education can be the great
equalizer and we want to end
the public school to prison
pipeline by 100 percent.”
As a parent who has
shepherded her own children to success, as well as
providing private teaching
and tutoring to other students
through her academy, Ford

believes there’s absolutely no
reason that students in the
African-American community should not be succeeding.
She shared the data regarding Pinellas County saying
that
we
have
approximately 20,000 AfricanAmerican students in Pinellas
County; 11,000 of those students are in math and reading intervention classes with
another 3,600 having Individualized Education Plans or
504 plans.
“So basically, 80 percent
of our students are in special
classes. Those assessments
are based on the Florida State
Assessment test scores,
which is invalid and unreliable, but it’s the reason for the
disparity is as wide as it is.”
Ford wants parents and
students to be aware of opportunities that will help students not only attain their
high school degree but also
help them succeed beyond
high school, whether they
choose to enter college, the
military or the workforce.
She believes apprenticeships,
vocational/ technical schools
and real estate present other
viable options.
The first tent at the Trop
is designed for the womb
through early school years
and will include the Next
STEPP Life Center and
Home Instruction for Parents
of Preschool Youngsters,
which provides parents of
three to five-year-olds free
school readiness services.
Also, Ford will be in the
first tent with Ford Christian
Academy, sharing K-2 literacy materials that she uses to
teach kids how to read.
The third through fifth
grade Family Engagement
tent will include interactive

EveryDay Hero feeding the hungry

learning math, reading and
educational games. Ford
wants parents to know they
can give their kids games for
learning, not just workbooks.
For sixth through eighth
grade, Ford will be partnering with Kidzonomics® and
Sheena Qualles-De Freece
(who is also one of the MLK
Day of Service project organizers offering events throughout the month) for finance
and soft skills.
And for older students?
The City of St. Pete will be on
hand to share about the educational and enrichment programs that are available, as
well as volunteer opportunities and jobs for students
while they’re in school.
St. Petersburg College
will be there to offer programs such as their four-day
workshop on how to repair
cell phones! They offer job
training programs that give
students skills they can immediately go out and start
earning money with.
Ford’s Day of Service
project is unearthing some of
the hidden tools offered
around the city. She wants
the community to be aware of
all the learning options that
are available so no child gives
up.
“We’re saying, ‘Here are
all the people in our community who are here to help you
so you are going to cross the
finish line.’ We’re here to
help; we’re here to serve.”
For more information
and resources visit www.fordchristianacademy.com or call
(727) 504-3149.

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

REBATES
REBATES UP
UP TO
TO $100
$100
St. Petersburg Toilet Rebate Program
St. Petersburg water
customers can receive
a rebate up to $100 for
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BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The non-profit organization EveryDay Hero
Project will be able to donate more than 1,500
pounds of food to food
pantries
throughout
Pinellas County thanks to
an award from the MLK
Days Day of Service.
Catalina Farrington,
executive director of
EveryDay Hero Project,
said sometimes it just
takes one person to make
a difference. A few years
ago, Gwen Brown, a senior resident at the Harbour’s Edge Apartments,
approached Everyday
Hero about the low inventory at soup pantries
once the holiday season
was over.
With all of the donations, many people make
during the heart of the
holidays, Farrington said
it’s easy to forget that

there are still people in
need long after the season has ended.
“No one thinks about
that,” she said. “So we
worked with her to put a
food drive together.”
In its first year, the effort collected nearly 650
pounds of non-perishable
goods. And in the second
year, 750 pounds were
collected.
But organizing the effort took a lot of work and
Brown said she wanted to
continue as a volunteer
but hoped EveryDay
Hero would lead the
charge. Just about that
time, the group became a
recipient of the MLK Day
of Service grant and was
able to collect approximately 1,500 pounds.
Farrington said they
are excited about what
year four will bring.
We have people collecting all over the city,”
she said. “We started on
Halloween, canvasing for

canned goods while kids
canvassed for candy.”
EveryDay Hero is
proud to be a recipient of
the grant for a second
year. Farrington said
working to improve the
lives of members of the
community is at the heart
of what Dr. King was all
about.
“Dr. King stood for
coming together and
working together for the
community,” she said. “It
helps us to think of what
we can do to not be complacent and pass that on
to the next generation.”
On Monday, volunteers will meet at the Harbour’s Edge Apartments
to sort and divide the donations. All food will be
distributed to the People
That Love Mission, Positive Impact, Operation
Hope of Pinellas, Bethel
Metropolitan
Church
and Mercy Keeper’s Foo
d Pantry.

Sprucing up the neighborhood
BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Volunteers with Habitat
for Humanity Pinellas
will work to transform
the exterior of five area
homes for their MLK
Day of Service project.
Habitat’s Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative will paint the exterior
of the homes using the
$5,000 Day of Service
grant the organization received for paint and supplies. Habitat volunteers
will work in the Community Redevelopment Area
(CRA) in south St. Petersburg and paint the
home of local residents,
making an impact on
their lives and improving
the community.
The initiative will
bring together nearly 100
Pinellas County residents to assist the selected homeowners with
exterior improvements
on Jan. 15.
Taylor Withers, marketing and communications manager with
Habitat for Humanity of
Pinellas said the five
homes they will work to
revitalize were chosen
because
they
were
owner-occupied and the
homeowners were willing to partner with them.
“Homeowners will
work alongside volunteers to paint their
homes,” said Withers,
adding that a project like
this is also a perfect way
to honor Dr. King and his
legacy because the initiative’s sole purpose is to
better the lives of others,
something that was a
major part of Dr. King’s
message.
“This effort honors
Dr. King as he believed
in strengthening communities and creating solutions to social problems,”
explained
Withers.
“Every day, Habitat for
Humanity works to com-

Last year’s Habitat for Humanity’s MLK Day of
Service set out to paint as many homes as
possible on Walton Street South in Midtown.
Even homeowners got in on the hard work.
Eloise Jones was on the list to have her home
painted and decided to help out so volunteers
could get through sooner and move on to
another home.
bat the nation’s affordable housing crisis by assisting individuals with
decent and stable housing solutions. This project
will
help
to
strengthen the south St.
Petersburg community
by bringing individuals
and local businesses together to offer homeowners a hand up, not a
hand out.”
Along with the exterior improvements, residents in CRA of south St.
Pete will have the opportunity to reach out to
Habitat throughout the
year for assistance with a
host of affordable home
repairs including plumbing, painting, electrical
repairs and roof repairs.
Habitat has been
committed to assisting
residents in Pinellas

County since 1985. To
date, the organization
has provided nearly 450
homes for families in
need, using funds raised
locally. The families chosen to receive the homes,
along with local volunteers, construct the
homes that are then sold
to them for no profit and
with a zero percent interest rate.
Organizers said Monday’s revitalization project gives volunteers the
chance to renew their
own personal vows of
civic
responsibility
through service to others.
To learn more about
Habitat for Humanity of
Pinellas, call (727) 5365755 or go to www.habitatpinellas.org.
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
KARATE, from front page

Tropicana Field, he’ll be
laying down mats and
leading some of his students in an exhibition of
various martial arts skills
they’ve learned.
He plans to start the
exhibition around 3:30
p.m. and will conduct several different 15 to 20minute sessions on the
mats. He’ll also invite
viewers to join the students to try some of the
more basic martial arts
moves.
“I’ll usually bring up
anywhere from five to ten
youth and students and
we’ll go over some
strikes,” said Evans.
“They’ll get the feel of
what martial arts is with
an official martial arts instructor showing them
their first moves and
stances and how to be focused and still.
Evans said he lets
participants know that
martial arts is not a game
and will not tolerate them
laughing and joking
around.
“I let them know right
away: ‘Head straight!
Eyes straight! Focus!’”
He is also planning to
partner with the North
Greenwood Public Library and the Recreation
and Aquatic Complex in
Clearwater to host a
learning workshop about
Dr. King for his martial

arts students and facility
members during the second week of Jan.
Evans strives to tie
Dr. King’s philosophy of
peace and nonviolence in
with martial arts, which
will also benefit his students in the real world.
“But I also teach that
we have to defend ourselves,” Evans averred.
“To stand prepared and
stay strong because a lot
of the people who fought
for the rights we have
and got us to where we
are today were strong,
neighborhood and community-oriented folks..”
Evans has been developing leadership in children as well as adults for
nearly two decades in
Pinellas. He’s taught
karate, jujitsu and self-defense classes at James B.
Sanderlin Center, Academy Preparatory School,
Artz 4 Life Academy,
Childs Park Rec and the
Pinellas County School
system.
“Every youth that
comes into class has
their own uniqueness
and their own ability to
do certain things,” he
shared. “That’s just the
way it’s set up. Some can
stretch more than others,
but just because you can
stretch more doesn’t
mean you can kick better
than others.”

His experience also
allows him to recognize
the students who are
truly inspired to be class
leaders. He can usually
spot a leader in the matter or two weeks and will
make it a point to reward
their leadership.
“I call them junior
leaders and that’s how I
encourage them to be involved with the whole
class, and the ones who
show the most leadership, I’ll give them their
leadership patch to wear
on their left sleeve.”
Immediately on the
heels of the MLK Day of
Service, Evans will be
gearing up for Shihan
School of Survival’s
Third Annual Karate
Tournament, which will
be held Feb. 24 at the
North Greenwood Recreation and Aquatic Complex in Clearwater.
This
tournament
gives him the opportunity to bring all of his students from all the
different locations together
to
compete
against one another and
also students and instructors from all over the
state.
For more information
on Shihan School of Survival visit www.shihansos.com,
or
call
727-641-0127.

Sojourner Truth Center garden
rejuvenation project
BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Winnie
Foster
was
strolling in Office Depot
one day when she noticed two young boys
tumbling around on the
floor. She pointed her
cane at them and asked if
they were for sale. The
boys’ father replied, “No,
but they are for rent.”
Foster, 90, was actually on the lookout for
volunteers to help rejuvenate her garden. She saw
that the two boys were energetic enough. She told
them that lots of weeding
needed to be done, but
they could earn a prize if
they did a good job.
Foster is no regular
citizen but one of St. Petersburg’s most prominent community activists.
She has been a community activist since the
1960s. From People for
Peace to end the Vietnam
War to the Pinellas
County Democratic Party,
she is more active than
most 20-year-olds.
“I consider myself...a
seeker of truth,” Foster
said.
She founded the Sojourner Truth Center, an
organization on a mission
to help people become
good citizens.
“Educate the community on issues that affect
the community… to help
make change,” she said,
noting that one of her or-

ganization’s activities include meeting city government officials.
She and her late husband Al started an organic
garden, which is part of
the Sojourner Truth Center where Foster resides.
The garden’s edible plants
include red berries,
carambola (star fruits)
and moringa trees. But it
has been out of commission for the last few years
and Foster isn’t getting
any younger.
“I promised my kids
that I wasn’t going to fall
again,” Foster said.
The garden project
started Jan. 6 and will
wrap up this MLK holiday
weekend at the center,
311 57th Ave. S. On the actual day of service, she
and other volunteers will
be at the MLK Family Fun
Day at Tropicana Field
creating, painting and decorating arts and crafts
with attendees.
Foster expects at least

15 volunteers including
some from another group
she’s a member of, the
Sustainable Urban Agriculture Coalition. Volunteers will help fix garden
beds, weeding, adding
compost, planting winter
vegetables and trimming
the hedges and the
moringa trees.
She’s always stressed
the importance of growing vegetables locally instead of buying at the
stores, which she acknowledges are transported in fossil-fueled
vehicles, harming the environment. Foster sees
the project as an opportunity for people to “become
better gardeners and
show a better way frees
you from a system of dependence.”
“It’s a wonderful feeling to go out to your yard
and pick out some broccoli for your supper,” she
finished.

Keeping hope alive on MLK Day
BY CINDY CARTER

ST. PETERSBURG –
Fibromyalgia is a debilitating disease that disables
its sufferers, preventing
them from completing
even the smallest daily
tasks. Many go undiagnosed for years leading to
additional health issues.
Valeria Dorn is a longtime sufferer and founder
of the Keep Hope Alive
foundation. For years, she
has been spreading the
word across the city about
how to live with fibromyalgia and find freedom from
the mental anguish caused
by the disease.
“I refuse to give up,”
said Dorn. “If it’s going to
take me out, I’m going to
go out spreading the
word.”
For the past nine years,
Dorn has held monthly
meetings to spread awareness of what to expect if diagnosed. High blood
pressure, kidney problems
and pain are some of the
common complaints from
sufferers, but there is little
information out there on
dealing with it.
Dorn was looking to
find more ways to make
others aware of the disease and to create a calming event to hallmark
hope. She applied for the
MLK Day of Service grant
and as a first-time recipient, Dorn is excited to
have a project to get her
message across.
She came up with the

idea of painting butterflies
from “Painting with a
Twist” type of advertising
and pictures she had seen
in advertisements for fibromyalgia medicine. “I
said, ‘What can I make out
of this?’”
She loves butterflies
and has always associated
the color purple with fibromyalgia.
“It represents gentleness, a soft touch, something soothing,” she
stated. All positive feelings, especially for those in
extreme pain.
So, the “Paint and Sip
for a Cause” project was
born. After approval, Dorn
and her associate began to
prepare, buying canvases,
paint, brushes and all the
art supplies necessary to
make the project a success.
Jan. 20, in conjunction
with the Next STEPP Life
Center, Dorn plans to implement her Paint and Sip
vision. Leslie Gay of Painting with a Twist will instruct participants on
creating beautiful butterflies while they sip on
some of Dorn’s homemade punch. A recipe she
promises will entice the
senses.
“I call it my healthy
punch,” she explained.
“I’ve been making it for
years.”
The painting portion
will take place at the Life
Center. Walk-ins will be accepted, but seating will be

limited to 30 seats so Dorn
suggests calling or emailing if interested.
There will be a question box where painters
will be able to submit any
questions on fibromyalgia
that they may have and donations will be accepted to
help the Keep Hope Alive
organization.
On the actual day of
service, Dorn and her volunteers will set up at Tropicana Field. A seating area
will be available for those
interested in learning
about the disease. She will
discuss causes, myths and
coping strategies for sufferers and hopes that even
those not currently diagnosed with the disease will
stick around and learn
about it.
She also has brochures
ready to distribute filled
with important information about the symptoms
and myths associated with
the disease in case people
stay for the presentation.
Dorn plans to hold
multiple sessions where
she will speak about all the
causes of fibromyalgia, the
help that is out there for
sufferers and the support
Keep Hope Alive provides.
“I’ll just cover a lot of
stuff, and I will hand out a
lot of brochures filled with
information,” said Dorn.
If interested in the Paint
and Sip portion of the event,
contact Dorn at (941) 4513305 or email her at keephopealive.fibro@gmail.com

C ONNECT W ITH U S !
L-R, Elizabeth Newson, Victor Lambert, Valerie Mells, Valerie Dorn,
Laquanda Brown and Nakia Frazier.
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
Keeping baby safe workshop

TRANSFORMED: Community Unity Day
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

Volunteer Coordinator Geneva Stephens and Carole Alexander,
executive director of The Next Stepp Life Center at the center’s 2017
MLK Day of Service project.
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
According to statistics
from the Florida Department of Health, Pinellas
County has the highest
rate of infant injury and
deaths within the state.
To address that alarming
statistic, the Next STEPP
Life Center will offer a
free workshop entitled
“Home Baby Proofing
Program-Keeping Safe &
Sound” for their MLK
Day of Service.
The workshop will be
held Jan. 18 at the Enoch
Davis Center, 1111 18th
Ave. S, from 6-8 p.m.
Available will be a
tote bagged full of free
safety tools for the house
to keep babies and young
children safe such as
electrical plug covers, toilet and cabinet locks,
doorknob covers, emergency information, valuable informational charts
and other items.
On top of prize giveaways, the first 50 families to enter the door will
receive a free child first-

aid kit.
“We’re helping parents of children from sixmonths-old to one year to
provide a safe environment in their home,”
stated Carole K. Alexander, executive director of
the Next STEPP Live
Center.
The Detroit native is
active in many community organizations including being a member of
the board of directors of
the Healthy Start Coalition of Pinellas County,
member of the Community Action Network of
the Federal Healthy Start
Project at Johns HopkinsAll Children’s Hospital
and the list goes on and
on.
The Next STEPP Life
Center is a non-profit
Christian organization
that offers counseling
and services for families
facing unintended pregnancies. They have a holistic approach to the
mind, body and spirit
coupled with faith-based
principals.
The center offers
emotional, physical and
spiritual support to both

the mother and father.
Their G.O.A.L. (Gaining
Opportunities Achieving
Life Success) program allows the participants to
gain points to buy baby
items by attending counseling sessions and other
empowerment options.
Soon the Life Center
will be adding ultrasounds and testing for
sexually transmitted diseases.
Alexander is appreciative of the assistance
of Yolanda McCloud,
Regina Perry and Alfreda Brown in bringing
the workshop to fruition.
The Next STEPP Life
Center also collaborated
with the Healthy Start
Project at and with
USFSP’s Figuring It Out
for the Child Program
and will be stationed at
MLK Family Fun Day on
Jan. 15 at Tropicana Field
distributing information.
Alexander feels that
Family Fun Day is a good
opportunity for parents
to learn about services
the center offers and to
receive information on
their partner programs.
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CONNECT WITH US!

ST. PETERSBURG –
This Saturday, the vacant
football sized lot across
from Laos Multicultural
Center will be transformed
into a playland field with
cultural events and fun activities.
This year’s TRANSFORMED: Community
Unity Day was made possible by the MLK Day of
Service grant and will take
place from 11-3 p.m.
across the street from
5975 Carrier St. N.
“We want to provide an
opportunity for youth and
their families to experience discriminatory healing and embrace of
oneness in our local community,” said Ural Darling,
chairperson of the unity
event, a program of High
Profile Motivational Services, Inc.
The event aims to provide a venue for the community to release stress
and anxiety and examine
and celebrate other cultures.
“It is going to be quite
the experience for many
people,” said Darling.
The event will feature
exhibitions of various ethnicities clothing, music,
food, artifacts, history and
more. This will be the
third year of TRANSFORMED, but the second
year affiliated with the Dr.
Martin Luther King Day of
Service celebration weekend.
High Profile Motivational Services, Inc. is a
501(c) (3) organization
with initiatives focused on
neighborhood revitalization, family empowerment,
youth leadership and development, business and
community ownership.
“I’m so looking forward to TRANSFORMED

Deborah Saatoff, Program Chairperson

The Bulgarian Dancers
day. Last year was an impressive event and it was
something there for everyone,” said Janice StarlingWilliams, founder of All
Kidney Patients Support
Group and facilitator of the
Community Medical mall
at the event.
TRANSFORMED will
have approximately 2530 stations of music, fun,
cultural food and games
for children. Activities will
take place in “Kid Zone,”
“Teen Scene,” “Community Medical Mall,” “The
Stage” and “Special Programs.”
The Kid Zone for
younger children will feature a petting zoo, bounce
house, arts and crafts, a
police horse, wildlife exhibits, drawings, prizes,
cultural exhibits, musical
chairs, children games, a
food court and tasty treats.
The Teen Scene will
showcase 2K and Madden
game station tournaments

with prizes, bounce house,
capture the flag, hot shot
and more inflatables.
In the Community
Medical Mall, health care
providers will join together
to educate participates,
provide basic healthcare
checks and bring a fun and
lively atmosphere in learning to take care of our
body. Free samples of
products will be distributed.
The Stage and Special
programs include top-five
world
championship
wheelchair trick artists
Jimmy Wheelz, live radio
broadcast, kickboxing/
self-defense demo, Bulgarian dancers, TV personalities and Princess Noela
Lokolo of the LoKele Tribe
of the Democratic Republic of Congo and other representatives
of
the
community. Drawings and
prizes will take place
throughout the day.
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
Bringing families closer together

Youths taking charge and giving back

BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON

BY CINDY CARTER

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Zeta Gamma Zeta
chapter of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc. will be one
of the many nonprofits in
St. Pete using the MLK
Day of Service grant to
better the community in
honor of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and his
commitment to service.
The organization will
partner with the Corner
of Success and Achievement Center (COSA) to
provide a fun family night
designed to urge families
to spend more time together.
Lisa Wilson, the chapter president said working with COSA through
the service grant has
given them the opportunity to meet one of the
important pillars of their
organization – service to
the community.
“Under our national
umbrella, we promote

helping people to excel,”
Wilson said. “And working on this event with
COSA allows us to reach
all age levels, children,
parents and grandparents.”
COSA works with
families experiencing a
wide range of challenges
from dealing with substance abuse in the family to raising children
with special needs.
The Zetas will host
COSA families on Friday,
Jan. 12, providing a guest
speaker to discuss parenting strategies, games
for the families to engage
in together and books on
parenting and family for
participants to take home
with them. This will be
the second year the
Zetas have received an
MLK grant and hosted
an event of this caliber.
Wilson said hosting
the event, which they call
“The World is a Rainbow
– Parenting and Family
Activity Night” has given
many of the families the

chance to reconnect.
“The bonds that you
see them build throughout the night are what I
remember most,” Wilson
said. “A lot of them may
not get the opportunity
to spend this much time
together.”
Not only does this initiative build a bond for
the families that attend,
but Wilson said she also
believes it has a positive
impact on the community and speaks to the
core of what Dr. King
was all about.
“When
you
strengthen families you
strengthen the community, and that is a part of
Dr. King’s legacy,” Wilson said.
Along with Friday’s
event, the Zetas and their
volunteer/community
groups, Zeta Amicae and
the Zeta Youth Academy,
will spend MLK Day
gathering donations and
stocking the shelves at
COSA for families in
need of assistance.

tance to three families,
helping them to get back
on their feet after losing it
all.
“Our mission is to
show appreciation and
provide support to families affected by fires,” said
McCloud.
Firefighters, a fire
truck and snacks will also
be on hand to those that
attend the pre-MLK Day
of Service bash.
On the day of, the 9-11
Angels, who received
their nonprofit designation two years ago, will be
stationed at Tropicana
Field from 2-4 p.m. (after
the parade). ID badges,
enough for 250 children,
will be provided while
supplies last. The badges
will include the child’s
name, address and pertinent medical information.
Goodies will also be
handed out. 9-11 Angels
have over 200 fire-related
tattoos
and
paper
bracelets with the “Stop,
Drop, and Roll” phrase for
anyone who stops by their
booth, along with fire hydrant cups with straws
and snacks.
McCloud feels honored to give back to the

community with her
awareness campaign and
excited that her organization obtained the Day of
Service grant. As a first
time applicant, she hopes
to build on to this year’s
turnout.
“We got our application in at 11:59,” said McCloud, thankful to be
receiving any aid at all,
getting her application in
only one minute to spare
before the deadline. They
applied in November and
although they were still
working out some of the
final details, they began
ordering all the supplies
in early December.
McCloud plans to continue providing her yearly
Sept. 11 meals to local stations throughout St. Pete
and is confident that 9-11
Angels’ participation in
the MLK Day of Service
events will continue for
years to come.
For more information
about how to join 9-11 Angels, Inc., contact McCloud via email at
nine_11angels@yahoo.co
m. Be sure to like them
on Facebook at Facebook.com/nineeleven.angels.

ANGELS, from front page

crayons. A coloring contest is scheduled for children aged 5-12 and
participants will take their
favorite page from the coloring book and submit it
to the competition for
judging. Gifts of fire
trucks and bubbles will
be given to winners.
Fire disasters affect
people all over the country and Yolanda McCloud, founder of 9-11
Angels, has worked since
2002 to show her appreciation to firefighters who
put their lives on the line
to protect others.
“After 9-11, I wanted
to show my appreciation
for their hard work,” said
McCloud. She’s been
serving up food ever
since. Her goodwill began
with Station 8 on Martin
Luther King Jr. Street, but
quickly grew. Now her organization consists of 12
volunteers.
In the beginning, 9-11
Angels offered assistance
to anyone in need, but
after receiving an influx of
requests for help, they decided to narrow down
their support services to
those affected by fires.
They’ve provided assis-

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Local youths are making a difference around
the city and securing a
better future for themselves in the process.
Non-profit organization
Youth Unleashed has
been operating for five
years giving youths 16
and up the opportunity to
earn money for educational expenses.
It all started with mom
Rona Johnson. For two
years before her organization became a nonprofit,
Johnson volunteered at
Lakewood High School
helping to raise funds for
the band department.
From there she networked and accumulated
roughly 100 youths in the
neighborhood to help
with fundraising efforts.
Johnson wanted to take it
further and with her son’s
help, Youth Unleashed
was formed.
Its mission is to break
the chains that bind
youths when they make
wrong choices and become branded for life as
difficult or worse, find
themselves in jail or on
drugs.
“We were trying to put
together a program where
young children would
stay off the streets and out
of jail to get their education,” said Johnson.
Youth
Unleashed
headed out to venues and
sporting events. At Tropicana Field, Raymond
James Stadium, anywhere
where food was served.
Her crew of students
working the concession
stands, cleaning up after
the spectators, doing
whatever jobs needed to
be done.
“We’re trying to make
sure the young people we
were working with did not
have to struggle, their
parents didn’t have to
struggle, to get school
clothes,” said Johnson.
Her organization provides not only clothes to
its members, but also
books when they head off
to college. Anything to
help them prepare for
their future. Last year,

they were able to pay for
caps and gowns and all
high school graduation
expenses for four of its
graduating seniors.
“Our motto is one
youth at a time,” said
Johnson. “We’re building
leaders every day.”
And that leadership
will be put to the test
come Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day. While most
look at the day as time off
of work, Johnson and
Youth Unleashed members will be all around the
city giving back. With
help from the MLK Day of
Service grant, Youth Unleashed will be able to
provide services to help
out the community.
Some participants will
head out to the Ronald
McDonald House to deliver food to the parents
who have children there.
Although Johnson and
her members do something special for them
once a month, thanks to
the grant they were able
to do a bit more.
“The kids are involved
in everything,” said Johnson, “including picking
out the menu.” On Monday, the menu will consist
of sandwiches, wings,
chips and juice. Whatever
the teens and their parents can make.
The Youth Unleashed
organization helps 13 families at the Ronald McDonald House and plans
to bring DVD’s, magazines and books for the
parents to use during
their stay. Toiletries will
also be provided.
Another team will
drive around on the
streets passing out bags
full of shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes and
toothpaste. If supplies
hold up, they also plan to
add combs, toilet paper, tshirts, socks, handkerchiefs and nonperishable
food such as crackers and
chips. Their goal is 100
bags.
No particular area of
the city will be targeted.
Johnson wants the community at large to realize
that people are homeless
all over Pinellas County.
“We do for everyone,
whether you’re on the

south side, north side,
whatever side,” she said.
She hopes to not only
help those in need but instill a sense of compassion
in the young folks she’s in
contact with, currently 52
teens and young adults
are part of Youth Unleashed. She feels Generations Y and Z are in need
of a wakeup call as to what
life is really like out in the
real world.
“You think you have it
good because you’re
young and your parents
provide for you,” said
Johnson, “but when you
get older and you don’t
have nothing to do or
everything seems to fail
you, you might be one of
these people that are
standing on the corner.”
Johnson hopes Youth
Unleashed will help to
teach young people to
care about their community and about themselves. She feels that the
youths of today have to
learn to become leaders
and the way to do that is
to provide leadership herself and to guide them in
the right direction.
She does that through
constant opportunities for
young people to get involved
and
learn.
Whether it’s holding a
yard sale to raise money
to purchase computers for
its members or looking
for new venues to work at,
Youth Unleashed is making a difference.
One such opportunity
came about on Monday
with a fashion show of
sorts. Eight youths from
her organization dressed
up to see what it takes to
land a job. The Boley Center was also on hand at the
James B. Sanderlin Center speaking about interviewing techniques and
how to better their
chances to become employed.
Johnson will be at
Tropicana Field Monday
right after the parade with
a table set up full of information on how to become
a member. Organization
representatives will be
there talking to young
people and the community about what the organization is all about.

Founder Rona Johnson and Clementine Wilson, non-profit coordinator

Boley Centers Youth Employment Consultant Jessica Ruter and Felicia Johnson,
vice president of Youth Unleashed, demonstrate to the audience how to properly
shake someone’s hand Monday night at the Sanderlin Center.

W e e ncourage
L etters to the e ditor !
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
St. Pete celebrates Dr. King
SERVICE, from front page

meals to the needy, refur- up mentors, health educabishing homes and com- tion, promoting nonviomunity gardens, collecting lence and more.
food and clothing, signing
The MLK Day of Serv-

ice shines a spotlight on
service as a powerful force
to unite our community.
This initiative provides

REACHING , from front page

and received a grant to give
back. The plan is to provide
hygiene products to the
homeless who show up at
Tropicana Field after the
MLK Parade. Non-perishable food will also be on
hand. Chaney is expecting
some 200 to show up in
need.
“I’m not doing something just to be doing something,” she said. “I know
how it is; I’ve been touched
by it.”
Although Chaney is
now a successful hairstylist
and the backbone of Harvest is Ripe Outreach, she
was once homeless herself.
She used to sleep in the
dugouts at Campbell Park
Baseball Field. On the
streets, dirty and down on
her luck, she knows what if
feels like to be alone and in
survival mode.
“People would give me
food, and I had some people put me up for a couple
of nights to sleep.”
Some people she came
across gave her clothes,
helped provide shelter for
her child and helped her
get back on track. The gestures of goodwill she received now propel her to
pay her success forward.
So with the grant
money allotted to her,
Chaney and her organiza-

tion are striving to make a
difference.
Not only will they provide food and toiletries
such as soap, toothpaste
and toilet paper, along with
other essentials and a bag
to put them in, Harvest is
Ripe Outreach also plans to
host a hot meal on Jan. 13
as well.
Alongside
Pinellas
Hope, they will serve ham,
chicken breast, rice, potatoes and lots of veggies to
any person in need who
shows up. Dinner rolls,
cake and lemonade will
also be available from 5-7
p.m. at Pinellas Hope, 5726
126th Ave. N. in Clearwater.
Chaney and her crew of
volunteers also have a
workshop planned after the
MLK Day of Service event
at Worship City Church on
Central Avenue. A variety
of resources will be available to those in need. From
experts in healthcare who
can teach participants how
to take care of themselves
and their bodies, to information about jobs. Referrals and clothes for job
interviews and daily living
will also be available.
“This is something new
that we’re doing,” said
Chaney. “I hope it will be a
help to them.”

each of us with an opportu- strengthen our communinity to join neighbors and ties.
local leaders to tackle comThis Monday, Jan. 15,
munity challenges and the majority of Day of Serv-

ice projects will be underway. Log on to go.spcollege.edu/MLKService if
you’d like to volunteer.

IMAGE , from front page

The Harvest is Ripe
Outreach organization is always in need of volunteers.
“Ten minutes, five minutes…whatever time they
can give is a blessing,” she
said.
Food and money donations are always needed as
well. They service the
homeless year round and
are grateful for any time
and resources that members of the community can
provide. Chaney hopes to
one day be able to use her
beauty salon as a training
site to get women back on
the feet, off drugs and reunited with their children.
However, for now, she
is focused on making the
MLK Day of Service events
she have planned a success. She knows all too well
that the homeless are all
over Pinellas County and
feels confident they will be
pack all three events
planned.
“When they know that
someone is out there giving out stuff,” Chaney said,
“they will come.”
Those wishing to get involved through volunteering or donations can contact
Chaney
at
marshalchaney@gmail.com or
reach out to her secretary
Sonya Graham at sonya.graham2@gmail.com.

ter in 2014.
While working on the
Stop the Violence Coalition in 2012, Muhammad
realized that people have
identified many different
culprits for violence in our
country. Some blame it on
music lyrics, television or
even the educational system.
“So, we thought, OK,
how can we promote a
positive image and redefine what’s cool because
right now it’s cool to sag
your pants, it’s cool to be a
thug and be uneducated.
We take pride in those
things.”
The idea for the New
I.M.A.G.E. project —
I.M.A.G.E. is an acronym
for information, media,
arts, graphics and entertainment – is to use it as a
vehicle to engage young
people, and not-so-youngpeople, around the idea
that it’s actually cool to do
community service.
“What we used to do
ain’t cool no more, now it’s
cool to be smart. Smart is
the new gangsta.’”
CDAT’s Day of Service project began last Saturday with a training
session conducted by Edmond on basic communication skills and how to
facilitate a conversation.

Seven students from
Lakewood High School’s
journalism department
and eight youths from the
community, along with
their parents, learned how
to conduct interviews and
basic filmmaking.
On Monday, this next
generation of leaders will
document other Day of
Service projects around
town with the skills they
learned from the training
session.
The goal of CDAT’s
project is to highlight the
positives of what’s going
on in our community and
to show people in action.
Once the interviews are
conducted, the participants will take the footage
and compile it into a 15 or
20-minute video highlighting many of the groups involved in the Day of
Service event.
Muhammad points to
the work of CDAT’s Leaderz of the New School, a
project with a mission to
show more positive images of black youth leaders while displaying new
community
leadership
with vision and passion.
Using
the
hashtag
#Smar tIsTheNewGangsta, a collection of
community leaders and
activists are utilizing a va-

Jabaar Edmond
riety of techniques, including videos and social
media, to inform and encourage youth to reclaim
their unique style, attitude, find their path to success and community
involvement.
“The first part of
changing your story is
changing the image that
you
present,”
said
Muhammad.
For more information
on how to get you can get
involved with or support
CDAT,
the
New
I.M.A.G.E. Project, or
Leaderz of the New
School, call Bro. John
Muhammad at (727) 4924776 or email CDATCenter@gmail.com or visit
cdatcenter.webs.com.
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
St. Petersburg Celebrates Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
• DOG TAG HEROES FRESH START PROGRAM
Thursday, Jan. 11 & Friday, Jan. 12 from 9-3 p.m.
If you are a veteran or a homeless person in need, come to
this event and get a fresh start. A shower, meal and care package of supplies to help during the winter months will be provided. Campbell Park North Parking Lot, 601 14th St. S.

• MLK INTERFAITH MEMORIAL SERVICE
Sunday, Jan. 14. @ 4:30 p.m.
St. Jude’s Cathedral, 5815 Fifth Ave. N. “Stand Up Together” keynote speaker: Rev. Dr. Russell L. Meyer, executive director of the Florida Council of Churches.
Sponsored by Interfaith Tampa Bay 727-560-2567

• 37TH ANNUAL MLK HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY
CONTEST FINALS
Thursday, Jan. 11 @ 7 p.m.
Students make their final oratorical presentations at the Enoch
Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. Free and open to the public.
Contact Lynette Buchanan for more info at 727-893-7134.

•
DR.
MAR TIN
LUTHER
KING
JR.
CANDLELIGHT VIGIL
Sunday, Jan. 14. @ 4:30 p.m.
Carter G. Woodson African American Museum, 2240
Ninth Ave. S.

• THE “MLK DREAM BIG” ELEMENTARY BRAIN
BOWL
Saturday, Jan. 13. @ 11 a.m.
Dr. Carter G. Woodson Museum, 2240 9th Ave S. Academic
collegiate team competition for fifth graders, presented
by Advantage Village Academy Inc. Spectator tickets $5 at
door. Proceeds benefit the winning teams.

• 32ND ANNUAL MLK LEADERSHIP AWARDS
BREAKFAST
Monday, Jan. 15. @ 7:30 a.m.
Coliseum, 535 Fourth Ave. N. Keynote speaker: Marvin L. Sapp from Detroit. Presented by St. Petersburg
Metropolitan Section / National Council of Negro
Women Inc. This event is sold out!

• 6th Annual MLK DAY OF SERVICE
Monday, Jan. 15. From 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The MLK Day of Service shines a spotlight on service
as a powerful force to unite our community. Join local
citizens, nonprofits, and businesses in this annual effort
to transform the holiday into “A Day On, Not a Day
Off.” Locations throughout St. Petersburg www.spcollege.edu/MLKservice
•
2nd
Annual
“MLK
DREAM
BIG”
2018 FAMILY FUN DAY FESTIVAL
Monday, Jan. 15 from 2:30 to 8 p.m.
Immediately following the MLK Parade. East side of
Tropicana Field, Parking Lot 7A. Free admission. Free
activities, games and more. Live entertainment, Kids
Zone, food and art vendors (items available for purchase). Disabled parking in Trop Lot 6, enter from 1st
Ave. S. near 14th St.

37th Annual MLK
High School Essay
Contest Finals
Thurs., Jan. 11
7:00 p.m.
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE
“We will bring a voting bill into
being on the streets of Selma,”
King had vowed. The battle
begins. King and Rev. Ralph
Abernathy and their followers
kneel in prayer on February 1,
1965. At that time, only 1 percent
of the blacks in Selma were
registered although they made up
half of the population.

In October 1960, an officer
escorts King to court after he
takes part in a student sit-in
demonstration at Rich’s, an
Atlanta department store.

The King family enjoys a rare musical
moment at home. Coretta King, a graduate
of the New England Conservatory of Music,
reluctantly gave up a career in music when
she married and moved back to the South.

On October 24, 1958,
more than a month after
he was stabbed, King
waves to a large group of
friends and neighbors
assembled on the tarmac
at Montgomery Airport.

St. Augustine, 1964.
In a Florida jail with
regular cellmate
Rev. Ralph
Abernathy.

On March 25, a
victory march begins
through the streets of
downtown
Montgomery, winding
up at the speakers’
platform in front of
the state capitol.
With arms linked,
parading down
Montgomery’s main
street, are Ralph
Bunche and the
Kings. En route to the
capitol, marchers
sang “we have
overcome today.”

More than a year
after the boycott
began, the
U.S. Supreme
Court ruled
that Alabama’s
bus segregation
laws were
unconstitutional.
Martin Luther King,
Jr., waits to board
the city’s first
integrated bus.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

YOUR

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

CHURCH AD COULD
BE HERE

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Call: 727-896-2922

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD BE
HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeekly
Challenger.com

YOUR CHURCH AD COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

YOUR

CHURCH AD COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
Rev. Brian K. Brown, and
the entire family pray that
in this new year God will
bring abundant blessings
into your lives. We are
grounded in Christ-centered doctrine that has at
its core, our mission of
creating a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a lost
world that’s hungry and
thirsty for God’s word. As
a body of believers in
Christ, we are willing to
work in unity as God leads
us, and offer to Him our
utmost praise for the awesome gift of His Son, Jesus
Christ. Please join us on
Sunday as Pastor Brown
continues a series of messages that began on Watch
Night entitled: ‘If You Get
It (a new year) What Will
You Do With It?’ and continued with ‘Doing What’s

INSPIRATIONS

Not Been Done’ (What
Hinders You and What
Can Help You). Join us on
Sunday as we receive the
next message in this series.
Events in January
Jan 21 - Congratulations to a son of St. Mark,
Rev Michael Hawkins,
who has been called to be
Pastor of Mt. Calvary Baptist Church. Installation
Services will be at St.
Mark @4:00 p.m.
Jan 23 - Church Outing
- We will be in fellowship
with True Light M. B.
Church as they celebrate
their Church’s and Pastor’s 23rd Anniversaries
@7:00 p.m. Usher Board
#1 and the Unity Choir will
be serving.
Coming in February
Senior Mission #2 and
the St. Mark family are
looking forward to the

‘500 Women in Red’ Program on February 11
@3:30 pm. Speaker of the
Hour will be Sis. Ruth
Johnson
of
New
Jerusalem Baptist Church,
St. Petersburg. Please join
us!
Sunday School - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal - Sundays from
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
N.I.K.E. Tutoring Program - Mondays and
Wednesdays from 5:00 –
6:30 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@ 7:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Openness – Matthew 26:6
Happy New Year! Happy New You! In
order for us to be successful in 2018, it is imperative that we remain open. I AM open and
receptive to divine unlimited ideas.
Jesus Christ was open to all people and is
the perfect manifestation of social fitness. He
demonstrated God’s universal love without
discrimination. Jesus Christ opened his heart
to people that others rejected. He associated
with those who were labeled as “publicans
and sinners.” He ate with them and was not
afraid of his character being defamed.
When Jesus Christ was anointed with oil
from Mary’s alabaster box, he was at “the
house of Simon, the leper.” The fact that
Simon had a house and was not exiled to a
colony with other lepers, indicates that he

must have been one of the people that Jesus
Christ healed from leprosy. Maybe Simon
was the one leper out of the ten who came
back to say, “Thank You!” Perhaps Simon was
the one who moved from healing to wholeness. Nevertheless, the fact that Simon was
labeled as a leper did not stop Jesus Christ
from staying at his house.
A person’s sickness, pain or disease did
not disqualify them from Jesus Christ’s company. A woman’s reputation did not exclude
her from him. He embraced all of God’s children and saw them as they truly were perfect,
whole and complete. As we follow that pattern of Jesus Christ, we become more open to
all people and see them as our brothers and
sisters.

BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Marriage
Diedre’s parents

M Mighty GOD, from whom all blessings flow,
Bunny and Al
A Allow Your Holy Spirit to bless us and let us know;
Downing
R Revelation in your presence and righteousness as we stand;
R Redemption for our sins, as we humbly hold Your Hand.
I Involve us in your purpose, and keep us in Your sight.
A Amazing is Your awesome grace and we thank You JESUS for Your might.
G Give our hearts new meaning, as we seek Your Holy Face.
E Enlarge our spirits and renew our minds with wisdom directed by Your pace.
Together, hand in hand with You, we will walk by faith in Your loving grace.
AMEN
JESUS is our truth and we will forever trust in You Heavenly Father
1 Corinthians 13:7-8 “Love always protects, always trusts, always perseveres. Love never fails.”

18

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 2018

